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Summary. The article discusses effective exercises for the development of lexical competence in 

teaching German. The article analyzes the features of the lexical system of the German language, 

as well as the main methodological approaches to the formation of lexical skills. Special attention 

is paid to game, associative and contextual exercises as the most effective means of mastering 

vocabulary. Examples of exercises aimed at developing speaking skills and the active use of lexical 

units in speech are given. The necessity of an integrated approach, including the integration of 

vocabulary with grammar and other types of speech activity, is substantiated. The results of the 

study show that the use of a variety of teaching methods helps to increase students' motivation 

and the effectiveness of mastering lexical material. 

Keywords: lexical competence, game exercises, associative methods, contextual learning, 

communicative approach. 

 

 

Introduction. German belongs to the West Germanic group of the Indo-

European language family and is characterized by a developed morphological 

system, strict word order and rich vocabulary. One of its features is the widespread 

use of compound words (Komposita), for example: Krankenhaus (hospital), 

Lebensmittelgeschäft (grocery store), as well as the presence of ambiguous words 

and stable expressions. In addition, the German language is distinguished by the 

presence of a case system (Nominativ, Genitiv, Dativ, Akkusativ) and strict rules of 

agreement. 

The lexical system of the German language is actively developing and reflects 

cultural and social changes in society. For example, the words Handy (mobile phone) 

or Umweltverschmutzung (environmental pollution) demonstrate the current state 

of the language and its adaptation to new realities. However, the meaning of a word 

often cannot be understood through direct translation, as in the case of 

Schadenfreude (schadenfreude) or Fernweh (long-distance travel), which 

complicates the learning process. 

In this regard, the formation of lexical competence is becoming one of the key 

tasks of teaching German. It involves not only memorizing words, but also the ability 

to use them correctly in various communicative situations. According to the 
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researchers, lexical competence includes the ability to perceive, assimilate and apply 

lexical units in speech [4, pp. 91-92]. In this aspect, the development of lexical 

competence is one of the key tasks of teaching German, since it is vocabulary that 

provides the opportunity for full-fledged communication and expression of thoughts 

in oral and written speech. Without a sufficient vocabulary, it is impossible to form 

communicative competence, which makes the problem of selecting effective 

exercises especially relevant. Modern methods of teaching foreign languages are 

based on an integrated approach that includes cognitive, communicative and 

activity-based aspects of the formation of lexical skills. 

Lexical competence is considered as the learner's ability to perceive, assimilate 

and use lexical units in various communication situations. It is formed on the basis 

of lexical knowledge, speech skills and abilities, as well as individual language 

experience. At the same time, an important condition is the organization of learning 

as a process of interaction close to real communication [4, pp. 91-92]. 

The main part. The development of lexical skills requires a systematic approach 

and the use of various types of exercises. The process of forming lexical competence 

goes through several stages: introduction, consolidation and active use of vocabulary 

in speech. At each stage, different types of exercises are used to develop memory, 

thinking, and communication skills. Of particular importance in teaching German are 

game exercises that help increase motivation and reduce the language barrier. 

Game techniques create conditions close to natural communication and allow 

students to actively use vocabulary in speech. Among the most effective are 

imitation, substitution, transformation, and speech exercises. For example, exercises 

like "Echo" help automate pronunciation and memorization of lexical units, while 

"Snowball" and "Chain" tasks develop the skills of combining words in different 

contexts. The use of game situations also contributes to the development of 

spontaneous speech and confidence of students [2, pp. 52-53]. 

An important direction is the use of associative and mnemonic exercises aimed 

at better memorization of vocabulary. The associative method is based on 

establishing links between a new word and already known elements of the learner's 

language or native language. Such connections can be phonetic, semantic, or visual. 

For example, using similarity of sound or figurative associations significantly 

increases the effectiveness of memorization and contributes to the formation of 

stable lexical skills. At the same time, it is important to combine these methods with 

the practical use of words in speech in order to avoid mechanical memorization [3, 

pp. 204-205]. 

In addition, exercises aimed at working with vocabulary in context are effective. 

The introduction of new words should take place on the basis of texts, dialogues and 

communication situations, which allows students to master not only the meaning of 

the word, but also the features of its use. The contextual approach promotes the 

formation of skills for the correct selection of lexical units and their use in accordance 

with the communicative task. In this case, the exercises include analyzing texts, filling 

in gaps, paraphrasing, and composing your own statements. 

One of the most effective methods is game exercises, which help to increase 

motivation and reduce the psychological barrier when learning a language. Game 

techniques create conditions close to real communication and allow students to 

actively use vocabulary in speech [5, pp. 52-53)  
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Effective game exercises include: 

1. Imitation exercises ("Echo") 

The purpose is to consolidate pronunciation and sentence structure. 

Example: 

Teacher: Ich habe Kopfschmerzen. 

Student: Ich habe Kopfschmerzen. 

2. Wildcard exercises ("Schneeball") 

The goal is to expand vocabulary and develop memory. 

Example: 

Student 1: Ich habe Kopfschmerzen. 

Student 2: Ich habe Kopfschmerzen und Halsschmerzen. 

Student 3: Ich habe Kopfschmerzen, Halsschmerzen und Husten. 

3. Transformational exercises ("Kette") 

The goal is to develop dialogue building skills. 

Example: 

— Hast du Kopfschmerzen? 

— Nein, ich habe keine Kopfschmerzen. Hast du Halsschmerzen? 

4. Role–playing games ("Rollenspiel") 

The goal is the formation of communicative competence. 

Example: 

— Arzt: Was fehlt Ihnen? 

— Patient: Ich habe Fieber und Husten. 

— Arzt: Nehmen Sie bitte diese Tabletten. 

Such exercises allow students to repeat vocabulary repeatedly in various 

contexts, which contributes to its solid assimilation. 

Associative methods aimed at facilitating the memorization of words also play 

an important role. They are based on establishing links between a new word and 

already known elements of the language. For example: 

die Wand (wall) → "sofa against the wall" association 

duschen (take a shower) → "shower" 

Such methods significantly increase the efficiency of memorization  

[3, pp. 204-205]. 

No less important is the contextual approach, in which vocabulary is studied 

within the framework of texts and communication situations. For example: 

Am Morgen stehe ich früh auf, mache Gymnastik und frühstücke. 

In this sentence, words are learned not in isolation, but in a natural context, 

which contributes to better understanding and memorization. 

Modern methodology also emphasizes the need to integrate vocabulary with 

other aspects of language. Lexical exercises should be combined with grammatical 

and phonetic tasks, ensuring the comprehensive development of language skills  

[1, pp. 2-3]. 

Thus, effective teaching of German vocabulary is based on a combination of 

game, associative and contextual exercises, as well as on the systematic organization 

of the educational process. 

Conclusions. In the course of the study, it was found that the development of 

lexical competence is the basis for successful mastery of the German language. The 
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effectiveness of training directly depends on the variety of exercises used and their 

communicative orientation. 

The most effective are game exercises that promote the active involvement of 

students in the learning process and reduce the language barrier. Associative 

methods and working with context provide stronger memorization of vocabulary, 

and the integration of various types of speech activity contributes to the formation 

of stable language skills. 

Thus, the integrated use of various techniques makes it possible to significantly 

increase the level of vocabulary proficiency and form a full-fledged communicative 

competence among students. 
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Анотація. У статті розглядаються ефективні вправи для розвитку лексичної 

компетенції у викладанні німецької мови. У статті аналізуються особливості лексичної 

системи німецької мови, а також основні методичні підходи до формування лексичних 

навичок. Особлива увага приділяється ігровим, асоціативним та контекстним вправам 

як найефективнішим засобам оволодіння словниковим запасом. Наведено приклади 

вправ, спрямованих на розвиток навичок говоріння та активне використання 

лексичних одиниць у мовленні. Обґрунтовано необхідність комплексного підходу, що 
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включає інтеграцію лексики з граматикою та іншими видами мовленнєвої діяльності. 

Результати дослідження показують, що використання різноманітних методів 

навчання сприяє підвищенню мотивації студентів та ефективності засвоєння 

лексичного матеріалу. 

Ключові слова: лексична компетенція, ігрові вправи, асоціативні методи, контекстне 

навчання, комунікативний підхід. 
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